
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

December 21, 2017 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, December 21, 2017 at the Van Buren County 
Library in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper presiding. 
Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Philips, Linn, Tatum, 
Bradford, Housley, and Sundelin. Also attending were Pam Bradford, County Clerk and Chad 
Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. James 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present.  
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Linn made a motion to accept the minutes of November 16, 2017 as 
printed, J.P. James seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was 
none. The Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P Holt made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. James seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           were none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Linn seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report. 

In seven years from 1/1/11 to 12/31/17, a total of 526.4 miles of road have been 
improved through gravel, drainage improvements, asphalt overlay, chip and seal 
overlay, and new chip and seal. He stated the road department is in the process of 
making safety improvements on the Scotland Formosa Road and Crowell Mtn.  

               
 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Gurley gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total 

numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the activity 
report.  

 
Next: Tim Pike, Animal Control officer, shares concerns with how the ordinance is worded 

concerning “at large” animals.  
 



Next: J.P. Brian Tatum stated that Medic One won the contract for ambulance services for Van 
Buren County; he also introduced Andy Ball with operations of Medic One. J.P. James 
commended them for being so prepared at the proposal.  

 
Next: Judge Hooper presented an award for appreciation and dedication to Sherrin Richardson, 
for five years as VBC Library Board member. Danny Griffin accepts an award from Ozark 
Opportunities for his 10 years’ service as a board member.  
 
Next: Brian Henderson with TEA Coalition: spoke about how the coalition applied for a 
$125,000 Drug Free community grant per year and a mentoring grant for $75,000 per year, 
started a lock box campaign to help keep kids out of prescription drugs. Arkansas is number 1 in 
prescription drug abuse among youth; the coalition is doing a number of things for prevention. 
 
Next: Judge Foster announced the funds have not come through for a drug court. He advised 
they will have the supervisory aspect of it with the help of officers. He states that it is made 
possible with “seed money” from different departments. He believes that VBC will have most of 
the benefits that a drug court would have. The judge is thankful for the support.  
 
Next: J.P. James spoke about the HBO Special, “Meth Storm”, stating it only showed a blemish 
of our county, he followed with some of the great things about our county: community, beauty, 
and potential.  
 
Next: Pam Leal, Registered Nurse for VBC, Ozark Health Home Care: gave statistics for home 
health and spoke of awards her team has received, including Top 25 in the nation.  
 
Next: Karla Fultz with VBC Library gave a presentation on what the library has accomplished. 
 
Next: VBC Assessor, Trina Jones, and County Attorney, Chad Brown, spoke about Southwestern 
Energy’s major multi-million dollar lawsuit against Van Buren County. 
 
Next: J.P. Holt called on quorum court for a vote for J.P. Mary Phillips to continue as 
representative on the board of Arkansas Association of Quorum Courts. J.P. Holt made a 
motion, which was seconded. All “I”. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A.  NEXT J.P. HOLT READ AN ORDINANCE TO SET FORTH REQUIREMENTS FOR CAMPAIGN 
SIGNS AND MARTERIALS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Holt 
made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. 
James advised it raises more questions than answers. J.P. Holt said he could change the 
language in Section 5 in the ordinance. J.P Holt made a motion for the ordinance to be tabled to 
be read in January. J.P. Phillips seconded the motion. The vote was split, 5 yeas and 4 nays. It 
was passed to be read in January. 
 



B. NEXT J.P. BURGESS READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $6,614.38 INTO THE CIRCUIT CLERK’S OFFICE #100-
102. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Burgess made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. 
Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was approved unanimously, and given 
No. 2017-33. 
 
C. NEXT J.P. HOUSLEY READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $42,600.00 INTO THE SOLID WASTE BUDGET #3009-
700. After reading the ordinance, J.P Housley made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P.Phillips. 
Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was approved unanimously, and given 
No. 2017-34. 
 
D. NEXT J.P. SUNDELIN READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR THE 
TRAVEL OF VAN BUREN COUNTY DISTRICT COURT DWI TEAM AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE ARKANSAS STATE POLICE HIGHWAY AND SAFETY PROGRAM 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Sundelin made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was 
approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-35. 
 
E. NEXT J.P. TATUM READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $22,680.27 INTO THE OEM ARKANSAS 
DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BUDGET #1000-500. After reading the 
ordinance, J.P Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Phillips. Judge Hooper asked for 
any discussion. The ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-36. 
 
D. NEXT J.P. LINN READ AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JUDGE TO SELL 
EQUIPMENT TO OTHER COUNTIES. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Linn made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was 
approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-37. 
 
‘D. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN ORDINANCE TO LIFT THE HIRING FREEZE FROM THE SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE AND DETENTION CENTER. After reading the ordinance, J.P. James made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Phillips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was 
approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-38. 
 
D. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET 
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR OF 2018. After reading the ordinance, J.P. James made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Phillips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was 
approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-39. 
 



1. NEXT J.P. PHILLIPS READ A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A VACANCY ON THE VAN BUREN 
COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD AND TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT IN ORDER TO FILL THE 
VACANCY. After the resolution was read, J.P. Phillips made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was approved unanimously, and 
given No. 2017-37 
 
 
TRANSFERS: J.P. James made a motion to dispense audible reading of the transfers, seconded 
by J.P. Philips.  
 
The transfers were unanimously approved. 
 
J.P. James made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Holt. 
 
All “I”. 
 
Pam Bradford 

Van Buren County Clerk 


