
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

July 20, 2017 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, July 20, 2017, at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Philips, 
Bradford, Housley, Linn and Sundelin. Tatum was absent. Also attending were Tonya Bonds, 
Admin. Ass’t t the County Clerk and Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. James 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present, except Tatum 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. James made a motion to accept the minutes as printed, J.P. Philips  
                             seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there were none.  
                             The Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P Holt made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. James seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           were none. The Treasurer’s report were approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. James seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there were none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report. 
             He stated that they hauled a total of 76,292 tons of gravel YTD. Completed roads with 

gravel improvements were three (3) miles of Green Tree Subdivision. Chip and Seal 
operations will begin next week. Three (3) bids were received for the State Aide project 
of the 2.8 miles on Holly Mountain road. The work will be done by Delta Asphalt in 
approx.. six (6) to eight (8) weeks. In 2016 Damascus and Shirley received State Aide 
funds to pave City streets. These funds were made available by the 2013 half cent sales 
tax for improving City and County highways. The budget is running better than planned. 
38% has been spent. 

 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Bradley stated that he did not have anything to report this 
month.  
 
 



Next: SOLID WASTE REPORT: Craig Fisher gave the Solid Waste Report. He stated that a 
grant had been received to purchase a box truck. The County owned 4 but sold the 3 that 
did not run. A 2014 was purchased with 65,000 miles for $22,250. Grant amount was 
$16,687.50. The box truck cost the County only $5,562.50. 
 
Next: Mr. Vinings, Clinton Schools, addressed the Court. He advised that the school had 
chosen Wesley Potts to be the Clinton School Resource Officer (SRO). The school will be a 
part of the PILOT project of $15,000 and 25 kids. Mr. Potts will teach the class. Kids will be 
certified in Emergency Response and FEMA certified in fire, flood, etc. In the spring an 
emergency response class will be held on campus. 
 
Next: Gayle McRae, Greers Ferry Little Red River, addressed the court. A film was played 
concerning tourism and she spoke about the cost of promoting. 
 
Next: J.P. Philips spoke about promoting tourism in Van Buren County and placing a sign on 
Highway 65 to promote the lake. The Fairfield Bay Mayor presented a handout and spoke 
about tourism, sales tax, lodging, and real estate from 2011 to 2016 for Fairfield Bay. The 
Clinton Mayor spoke about the billboard on highway 65. He advised that the City could 
build it and it would belong to the County. The bill board would be a 40x12 sign with LED 
lighting. The City has approved $1,750.00 for the project. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

         1. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $12,500.00 INTO THE 
SAFETY/MAINTENANCE BUDGET #1000-123. After reading the Ordinance, J.P. Holt made a 
motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. James. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There were 
none. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-22. 
 
2. NEXT J.P. PHILIPS READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE COUNTY GENERAL PROJECTED REVENUE BY $4,500.00 AND IN ANTICIPATION 
OF RECEIVING THESE FUNDS, DO HEREBY APPROPRIATE SAID AMOUNT INTO THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT BUDGET; AS WELL AS TRANSFERING $7,775.00 INTO THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT BUDGET FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS IN THE GENERAL FUND. After reading 
the ordinance J.P. Philips made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked 
for any discussion. J.P. Burgess commented that before advertising, we need to have something 
for people to come to. Judge Hooper stated that Kayaking and Canoeing are gaining popularity. 
J.P. Sundelin stated that you cannot put all your eggs in one basket, ‘just for the lake’. J.P. 
Philips advised that people may come for the lake, but will shop in the stores. The Ordinance 
was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-23. 
 



3. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE ANTICIPATED REVENUE FOR VAN BUREN COUNTY GENERAL FUND 01; AND 
APPROPRIATE $23,607.00 TO THE VAN BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S BUDGET FUND 2, 
DEPARTMENT 500 IN ORDER TO PLACE A RESOURCE OFFICER IN THE CLINTON SCHOOL. After 
reading the resolution J.P. James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Housley. Judge 
Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James advised that the appropriation was for the 5 
months of this year. J.P. Burgess spoke out against the pay for the Clinton SRO. Mr. Vinings 
advised that the Clinton SRO would have more responsibilities. J.P. Linn, J.P. James, J.P. Philips, 
spoke out for the SRO.  The Ordinance failed.                                           
Tonya Bonds, Admin. Asss’t. to the County Clerk, and Attorney Chad, J.P. Linn, J.P. James, J.P. 
Philips and Mr. Vinings spoke out for the SRO again. J.P. Housley made a motion to suspend the 
rules to re-read the Ordinance, seconded by J.P. Holt, the second reading was approved. The 
Ordinance was read for a second time and a motion made by J.P. James, seconded by J.P. 
Sundelin. The Ordinance was approved unanimously and given No. 2017-24. 
 
 
A. NEXT: J.P. HOLT READ A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VAN BUREN COUNTY JUDGE TO 
ESTABLISH VAN BUREN COUNTY AS A PURPLE HEART COUNTY. After reading the Resolution, 
J.P. Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. James. Judge Hooper asked for any 
discussion. The Resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-19. 
 
  
The Transfers were read by J.P. Linn, seconded by J.P. Philips. All were approved except one for 
County General; From 1000-122-3060 Utilities/Elec To 1000-122-2024 Maint & Service 
Contract, From 1000-502-3100 Other Misc/Sales Tax To 1000-502-1010 Workman’s Comp. 
 
 
J.P. Holt made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. Burgess. 
All “I”. 
 
 
Pam Bradford 
Van Buren County Clerk 

 


