
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

November 16, 2017 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, November 16, 2017 at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Philips, Linn, 
Tatum, Bradford, Housley, and Sundelin. Also attending were Pam Bradford, County Clerk and 
Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. James 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present.  
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the minutes of October 19, 2017 as printed, 
J.P. Linn seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was none. The 
Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           were none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report. 
             He stated that the County Road Department has hauled a total of 112, 500 tons of gravel 

year to date. A total of 3.0 miles of road improvements (gravel) of 4” or more plus  
drainage improvements were done on the following roads: Kite, Chester, & Batesville 
Mtn. The Judge stated new chip and seal on the following roads are completed: Linden 
(.5 mile), Linden Spur (.2 mile), Markcome (.5 mile), Tackett Ln. (.4 mile), Pine Acres (.4 
mile) for a total of 2 miles. He also stated that chip and sealing is done for the year. Chip 
and seal overlay on the following roads are completed: French and Ranch (3 miles) and 
Dayton (3 miles) for a total of 6 miles. 

 The state aid-asphalt overlay project for the 3.3 miles (north part) of Holley Mtn. Rd. has 
been completed. 4/10 (.4) of a mile was in Stone Co. We will schedule the south part of 
Holley Mtn. Rd. for an overlay in 2018. The partial overlay of Lo-Gap Rd. has been 
started. 



 Hwy 65 bid opening (11/15/17) for Bee Branch to Clinton (8.1 miles) was awarded to 
White River Materials-Batesville, AR for $30 million. Completion date is scheduled for 
the fall of 2019. This is the last section (4 lanes plus turning lane) of Hwy. 65 from 
Conway to Clinton. Two more sections are scheduled from Clinton to Botkinburg (2020) 
and Botkinburg to Dennard at a later date (2022). 

   Year to date, we are at 65.25% of the planned budget through October 2017. 
 
 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Gurley gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total 

numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the first 
activity report.  

 
Next: ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT: Tim Pike gave the animal control report. He stated 11 dogs 

and 2 cats were picked up since the last quorum court meeting. The shelter is full and 
animal control cannot pick up or bring in any more animals. 

 
Next: Judge Hooper and the Van Buren County Quorum Court proudly honored the Van Buren 
County Extension Homemakers club for providing outstanding service to Van Buren County and 
the Natural State over the last 100 years.  
 
Next: Mr. Sterling with Jail Standards out of Little Rock addresses the court. He stated that he 
wants to help promote safety and do it in a way that is economical for the county. Mr. Sterling 
stated a sufficient staff is a big key to public safety and  staff amount needed is unique to each 
county. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A.  NEXT J.P. PHILIPS READ AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AND APPROVING THE COLLECTION FOR 
THE YEAR 2017 THE VARIOUS PROPERTY TAXES HERETOFORE IMPOSED IN VAN BUREN 
COUNTY. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Philips made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James stated that he is proud that under the 
budget crunch the county has been through they never entertained the idea of raising the 
millage. J.P. Holt moved to suspend the rules for a 2nd and 3rd reading of the ordinance, 
seconded by J.P. James. The ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-31. 
 
 
B. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN ORDINANCE TO TRANSFER AND APPROPRIATE $5,806.88 INTO 
THE JAIL MAINTENACE FUND #3017-400 FROM THE COUNTY GENERAL SHERIFF’S BUDGET 
#1000-400.. After reading the ordinance, J.P. James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Sundelin. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James motioned to amend the ordinance 
to add “appropriate”, J.P. Holt seconded the motion. The ordinance was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-32. 
 
 



1. NEXT J.P. TATUM READ A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JUDGE OF VAN BUREN 
COUNTY AND THE VAN BUREN COUNTY CLERK TO SIGN FOR A LETTER OF CREDIT IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $11,000.00 WITH FIRST SERVICE BANK TO BE USED FOR THE TRANSFER STATION: 
After the resolution was read, J.P. Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. 
Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was approved unanimously, and given  
No. 2017-33 
 
J.P. Holt made a motion to suspend the rules to read the following resolutions, J.P. James 
seconded the motion.  
 
2. NEXT J.P HOLT READ A RESOLUTION FOR ONE FULL TIME DETENTION OFFICER FOR THE 
VAN BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. After the resolution was read, J.P. Holt made a motion 
to adopt, seconded by J.P Burgess. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was 
approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-34 
 
3. NEXT J.P. HOUSLEY READ A RESOLUTION FOR ONE PART TIME DEPUTY FOR THE VAN 
BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. After the resolution was read, J.P. Housley made a motion 
to adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was 
approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-35. 
 
4. NEXT J.P. BURGESS READ A RESOLUTION FOR THREE (3) PART TIME DETENTION OFFICERS 
FOR THE VAN BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. After the resolution was read, J.P. Burgess 
made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The 
resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-36. 
 
TRANSFERS: J.P. James made a motion to dispense audible reading of the transfers, seconded 
by J.P. Philips.  
 
The transfers were unanimously approved. 
 
J.P. James made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Holt. 
 
All “I”. 
 
 
 
 
Pam Bradford 

Van Buren County Clerk 


