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MAY 18, 2017 
 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, May 18, 2017, at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Philips, Linn, 
Bradford, Tatum, Housley, and Sundelin. Also attending were Chad Brown, County Attorney 
and Tonya Bonds, Admin. Ass’t. to the County Clerk. 
 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. Holt 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. James made a motion to accept the minutes as printed, J.P Philips 
seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there were none. The minutes 
were approved unanimously. 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as 
printed, J.P. Housley seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there were 
none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the Appropriation Analysis 
as printed, J.P. Linn seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was 
none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road and 
Equipment report: He stated that 54,784 ton of gravel has been hauled as of Thursday. 
Roads that have been completed with gravel improvement are Timber Grove .8 mile, 
Old Highway 9  1.7 miles, Mariposa .3 mile. A total of four (4) culverts had to be 
replaced due to heavy rains. Four (4) days was spent on road repair due to storms. Our 
County had minimal damage compared to surrounding Counties. The southern part of 
Van Buren County reported 7” of rain with 4” to 5” being the over-night average. 
Hooper advised that a dump truck driver had quit but will not be replaced. The truck will 
be used for a spare and a gravel truck for culverts. An employee had been replaced on 
the brush crew, but has already quit. The County Road Department will be looking to 
replace that person again. There will be major repairs to the old water truck costing 
between $15,000 and $20,000. The County Road budget is running better this year. 
24.7% has been spent in 2017 compared to 28.3% in 2016 at this time. The 2017 Oil 
prices for Chip & Seal is better than expected from 2016; CPP Pre-coat remains at $1.50 
per gallon, CRS 2P Main Product is $1.72 per gallon for 2017. 2016 was $1.86 per gallon. 
Hooper stated that he had place an projected order of 160,000 gallons of CRS 2P and 
50,000 gallons of CPP. The bad spots on Lo Gap road is presently being worked on. 

 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Randy Gurley gave the Sheriff’s report. He stated that they will be 
selling six (6) used vehicles, by sealed bids. It has to be published two (2) weeks in the 
newspaper but should be completed by the end of next month. A grant was received from the 
Oil Company that is installing the pipe line, for body cameras. Three (3) have been received 
already.  
 
Next: ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT: Reta Tharp gave the Animal Control Report. She stated that 
they currently had 20 dogs/14 puppies and 10 cats/11 kittens at the shelter. 15 dogs, 6 cats and 
11 kittens  were picked up in the month of April, 4 dogs and 4 cats were in the City of Clinton, 
11 dogs  and 6 cats were picked up in the County. Of those 11 dogs, 7 were from the City of 
Shirley. 10 dogs were sent to Massachusetts in April. 8 more will go on June 11. There are two 
(2) dogs still at the shelter due to the owners being incarcerated. Reta stated that she had 
spoken to the family, with no response. Hooper stated that there needs to be a limit set. 
Attorney Chad Brown advised that there needs to be an Ordinance passed if the current one 
doesn’t cover it. He advised to send a letter to the owners. Reta advised that it is costing the 
County $10 per day and the dogs are adoptable. An adoption event will be held at Tractor 
Supply in the month of June. Puppies and Kittens will be the main focus. 

 
NEXT: Danny Griffin gave an up-date for the County Agent’s office and events. 
 
NEXT: SOLID WASTE/BUILDING REPAIR REPORT: Craig Fisher gave the Solid Waste/Building 
Repair report. He stated that they had hauled a lot of trash in March and April. There were 
three (3) old trucks that were not fixable that has been disposed of. They are currently seeking 
bids to replace them with a 75/25 grant. There has not been a lot of building repairs. The new 
Library has had issues with the A/C unit that will be resolved. 
 



NEXT: CIRCUIT CLERK’S REPORT: Debbie Gray gave the Circuit Clerk’s report. She advised that 
during the set-up of E-Filing, the AOC deposited one penny as a test. After the testing was 
complete, the penny was to be removed. Gray asked to remove the penny and enter a ‘mock’ 
receipt. Motion was made by J.P. James, seconded by J.P. Tatum. The motion was passed to 
remove the penny unanimously. 
 
NEXT: Judge Hooper stated that him and Craig Fisher attended am AAC Safety Conference. The 
two main causes of Workman’s Comp. cases are; 1) Jail altercations and 2) Slips, Spills, & Falls. 
 
NEXT: J.P. Mary Philips reported on Act 789. (Traffic Control Devise/Barricade) After 90 days 
Acts become law. (July 30, 2017) 
 
NEXT: Brook Bradford, Miss Natural State Outstanding Teen, addressed the Court to explain 
about the pageants and her platform of ‘Ready Set Go Emergency Preparedness’, Water Safety 
and First Aide. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

         1. NEXT J. P. PHILIPS READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $2,000.00 INTO THE SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT BUDGET #1000-400. After reading the Ordinance, J.P. Philips made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Bradford. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James made a 
motion to amend ordinance to state a ‘Lump Sum Payment’ instead of ‘Bonus’,  motion 
seconded by J.P. Housley. Motion passed unanimously. J.P. Holt asked if this was paid by the 
school. Judge Hooper advised, yes. J.P. Burgess advised that he had a problem with it because 
no-one else gets it. Ordinance was approved (with amendment), and given No. 2017-17. 

 
 

      2. NEXT: J.P. SUNDELIN READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL  
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
APPROPRIATE $6,000.00 IN THE CIRCUIT CLERK’S COMMISSIONERS FEE FUND #3039-102 AND 
$9,000.00 INTO THE CHILD SUPPORT FUND #3012-114. After reading the Ordinance J.P. 
Sundelin made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any 
discussion. J.P. holt asked what equipment this was for. Debbie Gray advised that it was for a 
shredder. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     3. NEXT: J.P. JAMES READ AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE A NEW FUND #3504-400 FOR 
SPECIAL REVENUE GRANT FUNDS FROM THE EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE 
ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM AND TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $3,495.87, INTO THE JAG BLOCK GRANT FUND 
#3504-400. After reading the Ordinance J.P. James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. Tatum asked if this grant was for the body 
cameras. Treasurer, Kim Hunley asked to amend the Ordinance to add an Emergency Clause to 
be able to spend before 30 days. J.P. Holt made a motion to add an Emergency Clause, 
seconded by J.P. Philips. The motion to add an Emergency Clause was passed unanimously. 
The Ordinance was approved (with amendment), and given No. 2017-19.   
 
 
J.P. James made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. Holt. 
All “I”. 
 
 
 
 
 
Pam Bradford 
Van Buren County Clerk 

 


