
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 19, 2017 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, January 19, 2017, at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Bradford, Burgess, Housley, James, 
Linn, Philips, Sundelin, and Tatum. J.P. Holt was absent. Also attending were Pam Bradford, 
County Clerk and Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. The Boy Scouts 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present except J.P. Holt was absent. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. James made a motion to accept the minutes as printed, J.P. Philips  

seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there were 
none. Judge Hooper advised that there was one correction on page three.  
“Mayor McCormac advised that $17,500 will be funded January 1.” 
The Minutes were approved unanimously.  

 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
printed, J.P. Linn seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
were none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  

 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
Analysis as printed, J.P. Linn seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
discussion, there were none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 

 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road 
Report. Judge Hooper advised that 8,500 tons of gravel was hauled the first three (3) weeks 
of 2017.  Roads completed with gravel were Fawn Bluff, Hopewell, and Stewart. Steel will be 
completed Monday. Repairs on Half Moon Road has been completed. Judge Hooper stated 
that the County Road Department hauled 136,097 tons of gravel in 2016. He advised there 
were no major equipment repairs to report.               

 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Bradley gave the Sheriff’s report. He stated that during the 
cold spell three (3) heaters went out, costing approx.. $18,000 to fix. Middleton Heat and 
Air came right out to fix them. Sheriff Bradley stated that he is thinking about doing a 
Maintenance Contract with them at $1,800 a year. The units were installed in 1997 and 
have lasted a long time. The jail is full and everything is going smooth. He spoke of the 
Sheriff’s web-site that shows an inmate roster along with sex offenders and their addresses. 



 
Next: LIBRARY REPORT: Andrea gave the Library report. She stated that they have Teen, 
Kids, and Adult movie night once a month. They have 47,554 items such as Books, Audio, 
DVDs, etc. Stats for 2016; 888 kids participated in the summer reading program. They had 
3,500 computer users. The kids computers were logged into 6,442 times. The meeting room 
was used 180 times. E-books was used 38,574 times. And there were 45,575 physical usage. 

 
Next: ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT: Reta Tharp gave the Animal Control Report. She stated 
that the Shelter currently had 14 dogs, 19 puppies, and 9 cats. That is the least amount of 
dogs at one time. Everything has been called for rescue except for one dog. She advised that 
she had sent 27 already. Mutt Rescue in Massachusetts will be taking 15 more dogs on the 
15th of February. Four Paws Rescue in Michigan will be flying in on Saturday at 11:30 to pick 
some up and will pick up 7 more the following Saturday. They advised that they could pick 
up 25 dogs a month. Reta stated that she picked up 10 dogs (3 in the City of Clinton) and 8 
Cats (4 in the City of Clinton). 
 
Van Buren County Assessor, Trina Jones advised that there is now On-Line Assessment. 75 
have used it so far. You can go on-line and delete items but you cannot add. You may call to 
add items. The cost will be $3,500 a year but this year is free. 
 
Judge Hooper handed out a report from the Hospital Board of Governors  ‘attached’ 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. NEXT J. P. LINN READ AN ORDINANCE TO CORRECT THE HOURLY WAGE OF TWO PART-TIME 
HELPERS AT THE ANIMAL CONTROL SHELTER AND ADD THE FULL-TIME ASSISTANT CONTROL 
OFFICER THAT WAS LEFT OFF OF THE ORDINANCE. After reading the Ordinance, J.P. Linn made 
a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There were 
none. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-01. 
 
2. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN ORDINANCE TO DECLARE A HIRING FREEZE FOR VAN BUREN 
COUNTY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.. After reading the ordinance J.P. James made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Burgess. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion.  J.P. Tatum stated that 
this may create a problem with some that have to have so many people, by law, like the Sheriff 
and cannot wait until the next Quorum Court. They would have to use their part-time people 
and would create a problem in the part-time budget. Randy Murray advised that he just lost 
two (2) employees and is below minimum Jail Standards. J.P. James stated that they have to be 
fair and declare a hiring freeze for everyone, not just some. With a budget of over a million 
dollars, there is enough room to manage with-in that. Sheriff Bradley stated that they never 
make it to the end of the year in the part-time budget. J.P. Burgess stated that the Ordinance 
should be left as is, all or nothing. He stated that the two positions that are short should be 
approved tonight. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-02. 
 



3. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE 2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE BY $7,700.00 AND APPROPRIATE SAID AMOUNT; AND BY TRANSFERING 
THE $7,700.00 AND $10,000.00 TO THE JAIL MAINTENANCE BUDGET FUND. After reading the 
ordinance J.P. James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for 
any discussion. There were none. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 
2017-03. 
 
4. NEXT J.P. HOUSLEY READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
TRANSFER AND APPROPRIATE $2,180.00 INTO THE ALREAD EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB 
BUDGET-1000-803-4003. After reading the Ordinance, J.P. Housley made a motion to adopt, 
seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There were none. The Ordinance 
was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-04. 
 
5. NEXT: J.P. PHILIPS READ AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AN ELECTRONIC WARRANTS 
TRANSFER (DIRECT DEPOSIT) SYSTEM DORECTLY INTO PAYEES’ ACCOUNTS IN FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS IN PAYMENT OF ANY ACCOUNT ALLOWED AGAINST THE COUNTY. After reading 
the Ordinance, J.P. Philips made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked 
for any discussion. J.P. Burgess asked who was heading this up. Treasurer, Kim Hunley stated 
that she was. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-05.  
 
A. NEXT: J.P. TATUM READ A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE  COUNTY JUDGE OF VAN 
BUREN COUNTY AND THE VAN BUREN COUNTY CLERK TO SIGN  FOR A LETTER OF CREDIT IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $11,000.00 WITH FIRST SERVICE BANK TO BE USED FOR THE TRANSFER 
STATION. After reading the Resolution, J.P. Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
James Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. Burgess asked what this would be for. Craig 
Fisher explained that it is only if the Transfer Station closed. It would be for a required permit. 
The Resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-01. 
 
NEXT: J.P. James made a motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of voting to dispense 
audible reading of transfers, Seconded by J.P. Philips. Motion was approved unanimously. 
Motion was made by J.P. James to approve the Transfers, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge 
Hooper asked for any discussion. All transfers were approved unanimously. 
 
Mary Philips was approved to be the Quorum Court Delegate for the Arkansas Association of 
Quorum Courts, Inc. Motion was made by J.P. Linn, seconded by J.P. James. All agreed. 
 
J.P. Burgess made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. All. 
All “I”. 
 
Pam Bradford 
Van Buren County Clerk 



 


