
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

March 16, 2017 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, March 16, 2017, at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Bradford, Burgess, Holt, Housley, 
James, Linn, Philips, Sundelin and Tatum. None absent. Also attending were Pam Bradford, 
County Clerk and Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. Holt 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Linn made a motion to accept the minutes as printed, J.P. James  
                             seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there were none.  
                             The Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. Sundelin seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           were none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report. 
             He stated that they hauled a total of 30,882 tons of gravel YTD, thru 10 weeks. Road 

completed with gravel are Haven .6 mile, Watergate 3 miles out of 4. There were no 
major equipment repairs. Judge Hooper advised that one employee, from the brush 
crew, had quit. He stated that the position will be evaluated and would make a 
determination by the April meeting. In 2016 two employees quit that was not replaced. 
The replacement of the 2011 and 2012 road graders are being financially evaluated. 

              Judge Hooper presented a copy of percentage rates from First Service Bank. He advised 
that the County would go with a two year floating rate. (Attached) Judge Hooper also 
presented a copy of grants that had been applied for, pending and awarded. 

 
 
 
 

 



Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Bradley gave the Sheriff’s report. He stated that there 
would be a Supreme Court Hearing at the Clinton Auditorium on April 13th, for the Kids. The 
surrounding schools will be invited. The Shop With A Cop Bass Tournament will be April 8th 
and a Bow Shoot will be April 29th. 

 
Next: ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT: Reta gave the Animal Control Report. She stated that the 
Shelter currently had 14 dogs, 7 puppies and 9 cats. 4 dogs were taken in due to the owner 
being incarcerated. J.P. Tatum asked how she could re-coop that cost. Reta explained that 
they charge a $40 pickup fee and $10 per day. Six dogs and three cats were picked up in 
February and 4 after hour calls. 41 dogs/puppies and 5 cats have been sent to 
Massachusetts since January. There will be another transport on March 28th. They are 
wanting 20 dogs. Liberty Tax will be offering free tax preparation the month of March for 
anyone who brings in dog or cat food, cleaning supplies, toys, blankets, treats, etc. to help 
the Animal Shelter. On March 30th they will present it to the Shelter. 
 
Next: LIBRARY REPORT: The one year anniversary was March 1st. A movie marathon will be 
the 20th for families and kids. Everything is going great, working on Summer Programs. 

 
Next: CIRCUIT CLERK REPORT: Debbie Gray gave the Circuit Clerk Report. She stated that 
they had been in Clerk meetings and learned that the ALC will now reimburse $15 each for 
orientation of Jury Trials. They reimburse $50 for Jurors. The list is to be in by the end of 
March. 1st come 1st serve. 
 
Next: OEM REPORT: Jeana Williams gave the OEM Report. She advised that the County 
Declared after the storms of March 1st and 2nd. Public Assistance is not yet determined. 
There were 4 homes destroyed. There was training for Emergency Vehicle Driving for some 
Fire Departments. Coming up will be Tanker Shuttles and Water Transfers. There will also be 
a big event with Ozark Health for Community Health Awareness on March 28th. A Storm 
Preparedness event will be held for the younger kids at the schools. 

 
Next: Ted Jones, ASP introduced Mr. Chandler, Director of Arkansas State Crime Lab. Mr. 
Chandler addressed the Court concerning the needs of the Coroner and ‘Chain of Custody’ of 
bodies. He stated that bodies would need to be kept in a secure place until the Crime Lab could 
pick up, if not, it could put a damper on the case. Coroners need coolers that are in a secure 
place and has a lock. Joe Tsosie, VBC Coroner stated that he has to keep them at the Funeral 
Home at this time. Mr. Chandler advised that a three body Cooler costs approx.. $7,500.00. 
There are Federal Grants, but they are shrinking and very competitive. J.P. Holt asked Tsosie if 
he could get with other Coroners and approach the Legislature to approve monies for Coolers 
for each County. J.P. made a motion to differ it to the Buildings and Ground Committee, 
seconded by J.P. Holt. All approved. Judge Hooper asked Tsosie to be a part of the meeting. J.P. 
Holt advised that they would meet in April. 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS:  
 

         1. NEXT J. P. TATUM READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017 TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE AND TRANSFER $12,543.02 INTO 
COUNTY GENERAL SAFETY/MAINTENANCE BUDGET #1000-123 FROM THE GIF GRANT FUND 
#3506. After reading the Ordinance, J.P. Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There were none. The Ordinance was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-09. 
 
2. NEXT J.P. BRADFORD READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE AND TRANSFER $1,384.57 INTO 
COUNTY GENERALCIRCUIR CLERK’S BUDGET #1000-102 FROM THE RECORDER’S COST FUND 
#3006-102. After reading the ordinance J.P. Bradford made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James advised that it is out of two separate 
funds so had to be an ordinance instead of a transfer. The Ordinance was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-10. 
 
3. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE  #2016-19, THE VAN BUREN 
COUNTY EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK TO ADD ORDINANCE #2016-14, SECTIONS 1-3, RULES FOR 
CONCEALED CARRY ON COUNTY PROPERTY. After reading the ordinance J.P. Holt made a 
motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. James. J.P. Holt explained this was just to clarify. Judge 
Hooper asked for any further discussion. There were none. The Ordinance was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-11. 
 
4. NEXT J.P. SUNDELIN READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $1,000.00 INTO THE CIRCUIT CLERK’S 
CHILD SUPPORT FUND #3012-114 AND $1,000.00 INTO THE CIRCUIT CLERK COMMISSIONERS 
FEE FUND #3039-102. After reading the Ordinance, J.P. Sundelin made a motion to adopt, 
seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James asked where the 
money was coming from. Treasurer Kim Hunley advised that the money had already been 
projected, but not appropriated. J.P. Tatum asked what the fund was for. Hunley advised that it 
was yearly fees collected from people who paid child support. The Ordinance was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE FINANCING OF PURCHASING 
VEHICLES FOR THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT #1000-400, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 
DELIVERY OF A PROMISSORY NOTE BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF VAN BUREN, STATE OF 
ARKANSAS AND FIRST SERVICE BANK, AUTHORIZING AND PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS 
RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF THE VEHICLES. After reading the Ordinance, J.P. James made 
a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. Tatum 
asked Sheriff Bradley to explain the original Ordinance from last year and where the money 
comes from. Bradley advised it is a three year Lease Purchase, afterwards would be sold. The 
money comes from holding Federal Inmates. J.P. James explains, The County is not leasing 
vehicles, it is a purchase. All vehicles are from the State Bid, 2 Dodge Trucks and 5 Tahoes. The 
Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-13. 
 
J.P. James moved to Suspend the Rules to read an Ordinance to approve money for the Sheriff 
Department vehicle Lease Purchase, seconded by J.P. Holt. All approved. 
 
6. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE COUNTY GENERAL PROJECTED REVENUE BY $66,386.70, AND APPROPRIATE 
SAID AMOUNT INTO THE VAN BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S BUDGET FUND. After reading the 
Ordinance, J.P. James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Housley. County Clerk, Pam 
Bradford advised that there was a mistake in Section 1, should read #2016-52 instead of #2016-
59. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There were none. The Ordinance was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-14. 
 
 
A. NEXT: J.P. BURGESS READ A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A VACANCY FOR CONSTABLES IN 
TOWNSHIPS; ARCHY, DAVIS, LINN CREEK, RED RIVER, AND UNION. After reading the 
Resolution, J.P. Burgess made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked 
how to fill these positions. J.P. James advised it would be by the Governor. J.P. Bradford asked 
about Bradley Township. J.P. Tatum asked if he ran for Bradley Township. County Clerk, 
Bradford advised that he was held-over. J.P. Burgess asked who brought the Resolution 
forward. County Clerk, Bradford stated that it was Randy Churches. You may go on the web to 
apply. Attorney Brown advised that whoever was appointed will not be able to run in next 
election. Constable Philips advised that once appointed or elected you must take a part-time 2 
coarse. 120 hours of training, weapons, and 16 ours of continuing education. If tickets are 
written, it would go to the City, if written in the City, or the County, if written in the County. 
Sheriff Bradley stated that a Constable would have to have training, a uniform, marked vehicle, 
on all sides and has the same authority as a deputy in his/her township. Judge Hooper asked for 
any discussion. There were none. The Resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 
2017-05.  
 
“Break” 
 



B. NEXT: J.P. JAMES READ A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH GUIDELINES FOR REQUESTING 
PERSONNEL REPLACEMENT DURING A HIRING FREEZE. After reading the Resolution, J.P. James 
made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. 
James explained the need for the Guidelines. The Resolution was approved unanimously, and 
given No. 2017-06. 
 
C. NEXT: J.P. HOLT READ A RESOLUTION FOR A FEMALE DETENTION OFFICER FOR THE VAN 
BUREN COUNTY DETENTION CENTER. After reading the Resolution, J.P. Holt made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James asked if this 
was a State Mandate position. Murray advised, yes. There are 5 female jailers at this time. The 
jail Has to have 1 female per shift and goes up as the jail population goes up. The Resolution 
was approved unanimously and given No. 2016-07. 
 
D. NEXT: J.P. TATUM READ A RESOLUTION TO FILL THE VACANCY IN THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
STAFF. After reading the Resolution, J.P. Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. 
J.P. Burgess asked how many secretaries are in the office, Bradley advised 3. Burgess asked if 
they were all there at the same time. Bradley advised yes, 8a-4:30p. J.P. Holt asked if 1 could 
handle it, if 2 were out. Bradley advised, if they had to. Bradley also advised that he also has a 
part-time person in the office and also are not taking District Court Fines. J.P. Philips asked if 
this was a mandated position. J.P. James advised No, it’s clerical. J.P. Bradford asked if there 
were always three people in the office. Bradley stated that there used to be just one when he 
took office. Judge Hooper asked for any other discussion. Bradley stated that he could deal with 
a part-time person if this was not approved. Yea; Bradford, Holt, Housley, Linn and Tatum. Nay; 
Burgess, James, Philips and Sundelin. The Resolution was approved 5 to 4 and given No. 2017-
08. 
 
J.P. James read the transfer and made a motion to approve, seconded by J.P. Holt. All approved. 
 
Sheriff Bradley advised that he has hired a new Doctor to come to the jail that should help save 
on the budget. 
Bradley also stated that a bill had been turned in for meals to be paid and was turned down. 
The Transport Officer will drive all night to save the County money on hotel costs He returned 
around midnight. County Clerk, Bradford advised this should have been an over-night stay, but 
the Court had passed an Ordinance stating no paid meals, unless over-night stay. J.P. Holt 
advised that it needs to be in an Ordinance approving meals for out of town transports. Judge 
Hooper stated this should be addressed in the next Personnel Meeting. All approved to pay the 
meal cost that had been turned in.  
 
J.P. Holt made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. Burgess. 
All “I”. 
 
 
Pam Bradford 
Van Buren County Clerk 



 


