
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

September 21, 2017 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, September 21, 2017, at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Philips, Linn, 
Bradford, Housley, and Sundelin. Tatum was absent. Also attending were Pam Bradford, 
County Clerk and Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. Holt 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present except J.P. Tatum 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the minutes as printed, J.P. James 
                             seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there were none.  
                             The Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Holt seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           were none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report. 
             He stated that the County Road Department has hauled a total of 101, 403 tons year to 

date. The River Road project which used an unpaved road grant from Rural 
Development is complete. This project was 3.8 miles long. The road crew is in the 
process of setting up a 3.0 mile section on Dodd Mountain and Shady Grove road to chip 
& seal. The two (2) new John Deere lease road graders have arrived and are in 
operation. Through August 2017, 52.4% of the planned funds have been spent. 

 
Next: GREERS FERRY LAKE MASTER PLAN REVISION AND ASSESSMENT: Judge Roger Hooper 

announced the US Army Corps of Engineers is having an evaluation, master plan 
revision, and environmental assessment in the school cafeteria. It concerns the land 
around the lake and another concerning the shoreline. The master plan is for 20 years. 

 



Next: Donna Branscum from Heath Department presentation: Judge Roger Hooper announced 
a local initiative for community health and Donna Branscum from the Health Dept. has 
been working on it. One of the biggest health issues facing us is the amount of Type 2 
diabetes. In 20 years the percentage of diabetes has gone from 2.5% to 8.5%. Donna 
announced there was a higher than average diabetic population in Van Buren County 
compared to the rest of the United States. The obesity population of Van Buren county 
is 36%. Projects in schools are being put in place to improve those numbers and to teach 
a healthier lifestyle.  

 
Next:  Sheriff Scott Bradley’s final quorum court “thank-you”, leaving to pursue a job as 
Director of the Arkansas Sheriff’s Association. Bradley asks that his chief deputy, Randy 
Gurley, have the opportunity to finish out the term.  
 
Next: Jeanna Williams of Emergency Management thanks the quorum court for the support 
and financial support for the Hurricane Harvey deployment. The team had to implement 
recent training for this event.  
 
Next: Developing a county plan for marijuana cultivation facilities: J.P Rick Sundelin 
recognized Karen Bagley from his district (9) to address the court with questions concerning 
the proposed medical marijuana cultivation center and dispensary. Bagley presents the 
question ‘If the area was considered and chosen, what would the county be able to do to 
regulate the facility?’, among others. J.P. Holt says he gained from the Arkansas Association 
of Counties that the county will have no control over the permitting or operation of these 
facilities.  Judge Hooper says the state has a good outline for the requirements; the facilities 
will be controlled by the state, not the county. Judge Hooper directs her questions to the 
Medical Marijuana Commission. 
 
Next: Election Coordinator, Jeff Hall, addresses the court. Jeff, working alongside Vicki 
Jones, Chief Deputy Clerk, was able to receive 28 voter machines and a large central 
scanner, among other items (retail value of around $150,000) from Faulkner County at no 
cost to the county.  
 
Next: Prosecuting Attorney, Chad Brown, announces there will be a special meeting for 
appointing an interim sheriff Thursday, September 28th. The new sheriff, by law, has to be 
appointed prior to Sheriff Bradley leaving office. He asks for word to be put out about the 
job opening. Judge Roger Hooper set a deadline for applications, Thursday September 28th 
at noon. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A.  NEXT J.P. JAMES READ A RESOLUTION FOR TWO FULL TIME DETENTION OFFICERS FOR THE 
VAN BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. After reading the Resolution, J.P. James made a 
motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. James asked 
how many officers were needed per 54 beds in the jail. Judge Hooper asked Chief Sheriff 
Deputy, Randy Gurley, to bring the answer to the September 28th meeting. The Resolution was 
approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-23. 
 
 
B. NEXT J.P. SUNDELIN READ AN RESOLUTION TWO PART TIME DETENTION OFFICER FOR THE 
VAN BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. After reading the Resolution, J.P. James made a 
motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The Resolution 
was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-24. 
 
C. NEXT J.P. BRADFORD READ A RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE ARKANSAS HIGHWAY AND 
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT TO DEDICATE AND NAME THE BRIDGE ON HIGHWAY 124, IN 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, ‘WILBUR D. BROCK’ BRIDGE. After reading the Resolution, J.P. Bradford 
made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. Judge 
Hooper said if it is a new bridge (not a road to where addresses of many people would have to 
be changed). It was seen fit to name the bridge. The Resolution was approved unanimously, 
and given No. 2017-25. 
 
J.P. Holt made a motion to suspend the Rules to allow reading the resolution involving J.P. 
Tatum, seconded by J.P. Phillips.  
 
D. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ A RESOLUTION TO EXCUSE J.P. BRIAN TATUM, DISTRICT #7, FOR ANY 
ADDITIONAL QUORUM COURT MEETINGS THAT HE MAY MISS DUE TO THE TRAINING COURSE 
HE MUST ATTEND FOR HIS POSITION WITH ARKANSAS GAME AND FISH. After the resolution 
was read, J.P. Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any 
discussion. J.P. Housley asked for Tatum’s schedule, answered by J.P. Holt that he only had two 
weeks left in the training course and would be able to attend the rest of the court meetings. 
The resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-26 
 
 
J.P. James read the transfers. The transfers were unanimously approved.  
 
District Court Automation: 
From 3003-409-999 to 3003-409-2024 (Maint. & Service Contract) in the amount of $5,000. 
From 3003-409-3100 (other misc.) to 3003-409-2024 (Maint. & Service Contract) in the amount 
of $5,000. 
 
 
 



County Clerk: 
From 1000-101-1014 (Cobra) to 1000-101-1010 (Workman’s Comp) in the amount of $16.92.  
From 1000-101-3100 (Other misc.) to 1000-101-3040 (Ads & Publication) in the amount of 
$11.78. 
 
Health Department: 
From 1000-300-2004 (Medicine & Drugs) to 1000-300-2001 (General Supplies) in the amount of 
$300. 
 
 
 
J.P. Holt made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. Philips. 
All “I”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pam Bradford 
Van Buren County Clerk 

 


