
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 20, 2017 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, April 20, 2017, at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Linn, 
Bradford, Tatum, Housley, and Sundelin. Philips was absent. Also attending were Chad 
Brown, County Attorney and Pam Bradford, County Clerk. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. Holt 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present, except J.P. Philips. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. James made a motion to accept the minutes as printed, J.P Holt seconded 
the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, There were none. The minutes were 
approved unanimously. 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P Holt made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as 
printed, J.P. Bradford seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there were 
none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation 
Analysis as printed, J.P. Bradford seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, 
there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road and 

Equipment report: He stated that 44,163 ton of gravel has been hauled YTD. Roads that 
have been completed with gravel improvement are Watergate, Robe and Gaslight 
totaling 2 miles, Farm Road .8 mile, Glacier .8 mile, and Rumley 1.5 miles. Graveling, 
grading and compaction will be done on Johnson Hole road by the County thru contract 
with Game & Fish. A Resolution has been submitted to replace a County Road 
employee. Sealed bids have been received for our 2011 & 2012 JD Graders in the 
amount of $205,000. Payoff is $84,776 leaving $120,224 going in to the County Road 
budget. The two replacement graders will arrive within 60 days. The monthly Lease will 
be $1,655 per month, per grader, for three years with a full warranty. There have been 
No major equipment repairs. 

 
 



Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Bradley gave the Sheriff’s report. He stated that they are still 
receiving free chicken. The medical cost is better with the new Doctor. The jail is full and is 
holding more federal inmates. Bradley advised that he had a couple of Resolutions to rehire. 
 
Next: Legislative Update: Lisa Nunley, County Collector stated that 1 bill was passed concerning 
her office #114. They no longer have to publish delinquent minerals in the newspaper, has to be 
posted on AAC or County website.  
Trina Jones, County Assessor stated that she had 4 bills most of which are cleanup bills; Act 162 
Clarifies EQ Board, Act 161 also affects the Treasurer, it clarifies that the last assessment 
penalty is to be places in a separate fund, Act 152 Extends the Homestead Credit filing deadline 
to the next business day if it falls on a weekend, Act 49 Clarifies issues with Homestead Credit, 
Act 943 Adds Exempt to Lease To Purchase Buildings for Public Schools and Open Enrollment 
Charter Schools, Act 1076 gives the ability to collect on State Property leased to a Commercial 
or Residential entity with 90 day Lease Agreement, HB 1772 states that the EQ Boards members 
have to be certified to set on the Board. There is to be no communication with the board 
members other than presenting information. The HB also affects refunds, people are now 
allowed to go back 3 years for a refund of rendering property in the wrong County. 
Roger Hooper, County Judge advised of the Waste Tire bill with increase in regulations and rate, 
The Election Cycle bill  restored dates back to regular dates, and an Natural Gas Severance bill 
states all entities will share the revenue, the County should receive a check in the 1st month 
with an increase of 1/3. 
 
Next: ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT: Reta Tharp gave the Animal Control Report. She stated that 
they currently had 18 dogs/13 puppies and 6 cats/kittens at the shelter.11 dogs and 3 cats were 
picked up, 4 dogs and 2 cats were in the City of Clinton, 2 of the dogs about to have puppies, 1 
with-in 2 hours of picking up with 9 puppies. The other had 2 puppies 3 days later…totaling 15 
from the City and 7 from the County. 22 dogs and 4 cats went to Massachusetts in March. The 
Tour for Life event will be April 21 at 11 a.m. There will be a transport to Massachusetts on 
April 30. There were 9 after hour calls in March, 7 were in the City of Clinton. 
 
J.P. Holt attended the AAC meeting 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

         1. NEXT J. P. TATUM READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $151,231.11 INTO THE CIRCUIT 
CLERK’S RECORDER’S COST FUND #3006-102 FROM THE CIRCUIT CLERK’S BUDGET #1000-102. 
After reading the Ordinance, J.P. James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge 
Hooper asked for any discussion. Debbie Gray, Circuit Clerk stated that it would not save 
County General this year, but maybe next. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and 
given No. 2017-15.  

 
 



      2. NEXT: J.P. JAMES READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL  
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE COUNTY GENERAL PROJECTED REVENUE BY $252,320.00 AND IN 
ANTICIPATION OF RECEIVING THESE FUNDS, DO HEREBY APPROPRIATE SAID AMOUNT INTO 
THE VAN BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S BUDGET FUND IN ORDER TO PURCHASE SEVEN (7) 
VEHICLES. After reading the Ordinance J.P. James made a motion  
          to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. It was said that 
the loan would be paid back from housing Federal Prisoners. The Ordinance was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-16. 

 
A. NEXT: J.P. LINN READ A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE REAPPOINTMENT OF TWO 
MEMBERS TO THE VAN BUREN COUNTY EQUALIZATION BOARD. After reading the 
Resolution J.P. Linn made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. James. Judge Hooper asked 
for any discussion. There were none. The Resolution was approved unanimously, and given 
No. 2017-09. 

 
B. NEXT: J.P. HOLT READ A RESOLUTION TO FILL THE VACANCY IN THE VAN BUREN 
COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT. After reading the Resolution J.P. Holt made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James advised that 
the Tax monies collected can only be used for County Road. The Resolution was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-10. 
 
C. NEXT: J.P. BURGESS READ A RESOLUTION FOR A CORP OF ENGINEERS OFFICER. After 
reading the Resolution J.P. Burgess made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge 
Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. Burgess asked the Sheriff when this person was to 
start. Sheriff Bradley advised it would be the 1st of March, according to the contract. This is 
a yearly contract. The Resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-11. 
 
D. NEXT: J.P. BURGESS READ A RESOLUTION FOR TWO PART-TIME DETENTION OFFICERS. 
After reading the Resolution J.P. Burgess made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. 
Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. Sheriff Bradley stated that this was two existing 
positions; one had been moved to full-time.  The Resolution was approved unanimously, 
and given No. 2017-12. 

 
NEXT: J.P. James read the transfers to transfer monies for the Treasurer and the Assessor. J.P. 
James made a motion to approve, Seconded by J.P. Bradford. Judge Hooper asked for any 
discussion. There were none.  Motion was approved unanimously. All approved transfers. 
 
J.P. Holt made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. Burgess. 
All “I”. 
 
Pam Bradford 
Van Buren County Clerk 



 


