
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

February 16, 2017 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, February 16, 2017, at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Bradford, Burgess, Holt, Housley, 
James, Linn, Philips, and Sundelin. Tatum was Absent. Also attending was Tonya Bonds, 
Admin. Ass’t. to the County Clerk and Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. Holt 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present. Tatum was absent. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. James made a motion to accept the minutes as printed, J.P. Linn  
                             seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there were none.  
                             The Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. Holt seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           were none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. James seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there were none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report. 
            He stated that the County Road Department had a good winter. They hauled 18,551 tons 

of gravel in the first six weeks of 2017. Roads completed with gravel are Stewart .8 
miles, Oaktree 2 miles, Carl/Long Branch 2 miles, and 2 miles of Happy Hollow will be 
completed Monday. There were no major equipment repairs. Judge Hooper presented a 
hand-out showing District 4 for Veterans Affairs. Van Buren County has almost 2,000 
veterans. The economic impact is $17.1m. Hooper also gave a copy of the 2017 
Committees list.  (attached)  

 
 
 
 
 

 



Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Bradley gave the Sheriff’s report. He stated that it has 
been very busy. There are 60+ in the jail, some are sleeping on mats. Bradley advised that 
he has a secretary that will be leaving and would like to keep that position. He plans to 
advertise. J.P. James asked if he could deal with a part-time replacement. Bradley stated, if 
he had to. J.P. Bradford asked if he had a position description for job duties. Bradley stated, 
no, but can get one. J.P. James stated that these requests should be in the form of a 
Resolution so it can be voted on. He advised that he is ok with a part-time replacement. 
Bradley advised that he already has a part-time also. He stated that he can bring a 
Resolution with job duties next month. Judge Hooper advised that the Personal Committee 
should meet to discuss procedures for requesting replacements. J.P. James stated that the 
Committee will draft an SOP. 

 
Next: Susan Weaver addressed the Court: She advised that she had three people that had 
worked in her office to organize and train for Civil/Small Claims that needed to be paid and 
would like to pay them out of part-time. J.P. James advised that these are not permanent 
employees so he is ok with it. All were in favor. 
 
Next: Chad Brown addressed the Court: He advised that the one position for VBC Drug Task 
was open. This is a law enforcement position and request approval to fill. J.P. James stated 
that he had no problem with that. All were in favor. 
 
Next: Mr. Deaton from Ozark Health gave a Hospital Report. 
 
Next: Donnie Collins, Hospital Board of Governors gave a report on the Hospital 
maintenance. (attached) 
 
Judge Hooper and the Library Board presented Sonny Hargis with a Proclamation of 
Appreciation. 
 
Next: Danny Griffin, Soil Conservation advised that there would be a workshop concerning 
feral hogs at Petit Jean Electric on March 7 at 6:30 p.m. He announced that today was 4-H 
day at the State Capital. Also, this year marks the 100th year of EHC, Extension Home 
Makers. 
 
Next: Jeana Willimas, OEM advised everyone that it is never too late to make a 
preparedness kit. She also reminded the Court of CG Bolden day on February 21st, begins at 
8:30 a.m. Jeana stated that the Appreciation Dinner that was held on February 4th was 
great. 

      Judge Hooper thanked the Van Buren County Democrat and The Voice for covering the   
      Appreciation Dinner. 
 
      Next: Debbie Gray, Circuit Clerk advised that they have been working on cross-training in  
                her office. They have been painting and freshening up the office. Everything  
                is going great. 



Next: ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT: Reta Tharp gave the Animal Control Report. She advised that 
there were 10 dogs and 5 cats at the shelter.  She took in 6 dogs and 8 cats in the last month, 6 
dogs and 4 cats have been adopted out. The Shelter numbers are down due to Rescues being at 
an all-time high.  A rescue out of Mass. Took 24 dogs and 5 cats Monday, 13 are in homes 
already. 
There were 2 dogs bites in the County. There were 8 after-hours calls in the last month, a total 
of 56 calls into the Shelter. Six dogs were taken in due to the owners being 
incarcerated/arrested. Four are still at the Shelter. There will be a $40 pickup fee and $10 per 
day charge. There will be two transports in March to Mass. They will be transporting 15 dogs 
each trip. The first Fund Raiser for the Shelter will be February 18th at the First Baptist Church. 
 
Next: Karla Fultz, Library advised that March 01 marks 1 year for the new Library. There will be 
a come and go reception all day. 
 
Next: J.P. Philips advised that she had visited Judge Clawson’s Drug Court in Conway. The 
offenders were to report in and was learning self-discipline and accountability. Judge Clawson is 
applying for a grant to be able to have a Drug Court here in VBC. J.P. Philips asked the Court to 
sign a letter to go along with Clawson’s grant. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

         1. NEXT J. P. SUNDELIN READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL ORDINANCE 
2015-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2016 TO TRANSFER AND APPROPRIATE 
FUNDS IN THE 2016 BUDGETS FOR FINAL CLEAN-UP PURPOSES. After reading the Ordinance, 
J.P. James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any 
discussion. There were none. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-
06. 
 
2. NEXT J.P. BRADFORD READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $2,200.00 INTO COUNTY 
GENERAL/VARIOUS COUNTY PROJECTS #1000-804-3103 FOR THE VAN BUREN COUNTY FIRE 
CHIEF’S ASSOCIATION CONTRACT. After reading the ordinance J.P. Bradford made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There were none. The 
Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-07. 
 
3. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE  2016-52, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017, TO 
TRANSFER $1,200.00 FROM COUNTY GENERAL FUND 1000; AND APPROPRIATE SAID 
AMOUNT INTO THE VETERAN’S SERVICE OFFICER’S BUDGET. After reading the ordinance J.P. 
James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. J.P. Holt asked where the money was 
coming from. J.P. James advised it was from carry-over in #1000. Judge Hooper asked for any 
further discussion. There were none. The Ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 
2017-08. 



 
A. NEXT J.P. BURGESS READ A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A VACANCY ON THE VAN BUREN 
COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD AND APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT TO FILL THIS VACANCY. After 
reading the Resolution, J.P. Burgess made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. James. J.P. Holt 
advised of a correction, replace Library Road with Library Board. Judge Hooper asked for any 
other. There were none. The Resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-02. 
 
NEXT: J.P. James made a motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of voting to dispense 
audible reading of transfers, Seconded by J.P. Burgess. Motion was approved unanimously. 
Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. All transfers were approved unanimously. 
 
NEXT: J.P. Holt made a motion to suspend the rules to read two other Resolutions, seconded by 
Housley. All agreed. 
 
B. NEXT: J.P. HOUSLEY READ A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JUDGE OF VAN 
BUREN COUNTY TO APPLY FOR A GRANT ON BEHALF OF VAN BUREN COUNTY FOR THE 
UNPAVED ROAD GRANT PROJECT ON KIRKENDOLL ROAD. After reading the Resolution, J.P. 
Housley made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Bradford. Judge Hooper asked for any 
discussion. There were none. The Resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2017-
03.  
 
C. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JUDGE OF VAN BUREN 
COUNTY TO APPLY FOR A GRANT ON BEHALF OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY FAIR 
ASSOCIATION. After reading the Resolution, J.P. Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
James. Judge Hopper asked for any discussion. There was none. The Resolution was approved 
unanimously, and given No. 2017-04. 
 
 
 
 
 
J.P. Holt made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. Burgess. 
All “I”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pam Bradford 
Van Buren County Clerk 

 


