
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

September 20, 2018 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, September 20th, 2018 at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Linn, Tatum, Philips, 
Burgess, Bradford, Housley, and Sikes. Also attending were Tonya Bonds, Administrative to 
the County Clerk, and Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P James. 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All were present. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the minutes of August 23, 2018 as printed, 
J.P. Sikes seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was none. The 
minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P Linn made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as 
printed, J.P. Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The 
Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS:  J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report.  

“Attached”  
           
 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Tracy Sutterfield gave the sheriff’s report. She presented the total 

numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the activity 
report. “Attached”  

 
 
Next: Tim Pike with animal control stated they received 62 calls in the county, and picked up 26 

dogs 9 cats For City of Clinton, 15 calls were received and 8 dogs and 6 cats were picked 
up. 

 
 



Next: Amanda Dotson with Bright Side LED presented savings that could be made from 
switching to this type of light in the detention center.  
 
Next: Circuit Judge Foster- 5th Division – Van Buren County’s response to the HBO Special 
“Meth Storm”. The judge also thanked the court for budgeting money that he believes is 
contributing to keeping proven innocent people from being put away.  
 
 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 
A. NEXT J.P. HOUSLEY READ AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE FINANCING OF 

PURCHASING A JOHN DEERE 6105E CAB MOWER FOR THE COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT 
#2000-200, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A PROMISSORY NOTE 
BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF VAN BUREN, ARKANSAS AND FIRST SERVICE BANK, 
AUTHORIZING AND PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF 
COUNTY ROAD EQUIPMENT. After reading the ordinance, J.P Housley made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The court asked to 
dispense the 2nd & 3rd reading: motioned by J.P. Holt and J.P. seconded by J.P. Burgess. The 
ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-30. 

 
 
B. NEXT J.P PHILIPS READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $10,000 INTO THE COLLECTOR’S AUTOMATION 
FUND #3001-104-4004. After reading the ordinance, J.P Philips made a motion to adopt, 
seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There was none. The 
ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-31  
 

C. NEXT J.P BURGESS READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE OF COUNTY GENERAL AND APPROPRIATE $2000.00 
INTO THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE BUDGET #1000-400-2001 GENERAL SUPPLIES. After reading 
the ordinance, J.P. Burgess made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper 
asked for any discussion. The ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-32.  

 

D. NEXT J.P HOLT READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $14,649.00 INTO THE COUNTY GENERAL FUND 
#1000-804-3104 911 UP-GRADE. After reading the ordinance, J.P Holt made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was 
approved, and given No. 2018-33.  



 
E. NEXT J.P LINN READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $4,500.00 INTO THE DISTRICT COURT 
AUTOMATION FUND #3003-409-2024 MAINTENANCE & SERVICE CONTRACTS. After 
reading the ordinance, J.P Linn made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Sikes. Judge 
Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James asked if there was any other place in the district 
court budget the money could be moved from. There was no one at the meeting to speak 
on behalf of district court. J.P. Linn moved to table the ordinance, J.P. Holt seconded. The 
ordinance was tabled until October’s quorum court meeting. 
 

F. NEXT J.P BRADFORD READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $286.00 INTO THE CIRCUIT COURT-DIVISION 2-
CARNAHAN BUDGET #1000-402. After reading the ordinance, J.P Bradford made a motion 
to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was 
approved, and given No. 2018-34  

 

G. NEXT J.P TATUM READ AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO AMEND EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 
#2008-10, AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE REQUIRING VAN BUREN COUNTY TO CONDUCT A 
PHYSICAL INVENTORY OF ASSETS ANNUALLY. After reading the ordinance, J.P Tatum made 
a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. It had 
been suggested to change the item amount to $250.00 instead of $500.00, among other 
changes. J.P. James made a motion to table the ordinance to make wording changes, J.P. 
Holt seconded the motion. The ordinance was tabled until October’s quorum court 
meeting. 

 

J.P. James moved to suspend the rules for the reading of the next resolution. J.P. Holt seconded 

the motion. The motion passed. 

 

1. J.P. PHILIPS READ A RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY JUDGE 
OF VAN BUREN COUNTY, ARKANSAS TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE CITY OF 
CLINTON TO CHIP & SEAL CERTAIN CITY STREETS.  After reading the resolution, J.P. Philips 
made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. 
Burgess asked if it was necessary to spend time on city streets when there are county 
roads that need to be taken care of. The Judge stated it would only be two to three days 
out of the year and would not be every year. The resolution was approved, and given No. 
2018-17. 

 
 



 
 
 
TRANSFERS 
 
J.P. Holt moved to suspend rules to add transfer that was received, seconded by J.P. Philips. 

 
J.P.  James moved to suspend the rules to dispense of the audible readings of the transfers, 
seconded by J.P. Philips.  
 
J.P. Holt moved to accept the transfers, seconded by J.P. Tatum.  
 
 
All “I”. The transfers were unanimously accepted. 
 
 
 
 
J.P. Burgess made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. Sikes. 
 
 
 
 
Pam Bradford 

Van Buren County Clerk 

PB/am 


