
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

November 15, 2018 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, October 18th, 2018 at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were James, Linn, Tatum, Philips, 
Burgess, Bradford, Housley, and Sikes. Also attending were Pam Bradford, County Clerk, and 
Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P James. 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: J.P. Holt was absent. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Linn motioned to accept the minutes of October 18, 2018 as printed. J.P. 
Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for discussion, there was none. The minutes 
were approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as 
printed, J.P. Sikes seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The Treasurer’s 
report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS:  J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report.  

“Attached”  
           
 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Randy Gurley gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total 

numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the activity 
report. He stated about 90% of the sheriff’s/detention center’s inventory is done, and all 
of the old Crown Victoria cars have been sold with the exception of one which will be 
used for hospital trips. “Attached”  

 
 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 
A. NEXT J.P SIKES READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR THE 

TRAVEL OF VAN BUREN COUNTY DISTRICT COURT DWI TEAM AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE ARKANSAS STATE POLICE HIGHWAY AND SAFETY PROGRAM 
GRANT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. After reading the ordinance, J.P Sikes made a motion 
to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was 
approved, and given No. 2018-41.  
 

B. NEXT J.P BRADFORD READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018 IN 
ORDER TO INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE FOR THE VAN BUREN COUNTY ROAD 
DEPARTMENT FUND BY $9,828.88 AND APPROPRIATE SAID AMOUNT INTO THE VAN 
BUREN COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT BUDGET FUND 2000-0200-3073. After reading the 
ordinance, J.P. Bradford made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper 
asked for any discussion. There was none. The ordinance was approved, and given No. 
2018-42.  

 

C. NEXT J.P HOUSLEY READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018 IN ORDER TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE FOR THE VAN BUREN COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT 
FUND BY $79,120.75 AND APPROPRIATE SAID AMOUNT INTO THE VAN BUREN COUNTY 
BUDGET FUND. After reading the ordinance, J.P Housley made a motion to adopt, seconded 
by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. JP Burgess asked if it was a budgeted 
item. Judge Hooper stated it was budgeted, had the loan, but the money had not been 
appropriated yet.  The ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-43.  

 

 
D. NEXT J.P LINN READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO REFUND MONIES BACK INTO 

THE LIBRARY FUND #3008 AND TRANSFER THESE MONIES FROM COUNTY GENERAL 
#1000. After reading the ordinance, J.P Linn made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There was none. The ordinance was 
approved, and given No. 2018-44. 

 
 
E. NEXT J.P TATUM READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $42,435.73 INTO THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE BUDGET 
#1000-400. After reading the ordinance, J.P Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by 
J.P. Sikes. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. JP Philips asked if a vehicle that was sold 
could have been used for the jail administrator instead of getting a different one. Sheriff 



Gurley stated it saved about $10,000 that way. The ordinance was approved, and given No. 
2018-45. 
 

F. NEXT J.P PHILIPS READ AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AND APPROVING THE COLLECTION FOR 
THE YEAR 2018 THE VARIOUS PROPERTY TAXES HERETOFORE IMPOSED IN VAN BUREN 
COUNTY. After reading the ordinance, J.P Philips made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Sikes. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion.  The ordinance was approved, and given No. 
2018-46.  

 

J.P James moved to suspend the rules for the purpose of adding and reading of the next 

ordinances and resolution, seconded by J.P Tatum. 

 

G. J.P. TATUM READ AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL ORDINANCE #2017-02, AND ORDINANCE TO 
DECLARE A HIRING FREEZE FOR VAN BUREN COUNTY.  After reading the ordinance, J.P. 
Tatum made a motion to adopt. JP Sikes asked why it was being done since people were 
being cut from the budget, why is it okay to lift the hiring freeze? JP James stated it would 
be worked out within the budget. The purpose for the hiring freeze was to head off a large 
budget deficit. JP James stated employees can be hired without going through quorum 
court only if the money is already budgeted. JP Sikes stated she didn’t feel comfortable 
lifting the hiring freeze when people will be let go. JP James motioned to dispense the 2nd & 
3rd readings, seconded by JP Tatum. The ordinance was voted on, approved, and given No. 
2018-47. 

 
 
H. NEXT J.P HOUSLEY READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $11,132.27 INTO THE JAIL MAINTENANCE FUND 
#3017-400-2023 PARTS AND REPAIRS. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Housley made a 
motion to adopt, seconded by JP Sikes. The ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-
48. 

 

 
I. NEXT J.P TATUM READ AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO AMEND ‘SECTION 3’ OF THE 

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE #2018-40, AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE REQUIRING ALL 
DEPARTMENTS WITHIN VAN BUREN COUNTY TO CONDUCT A PHYSICAL INVENTORY OF 
ASSETS ANNUALLY AND TO SUBMIT THE INVENTORY OF ITEMS TO THE VAN BUREN 
COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. After 
reading the ordinance, J.P. Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by JP Sikes. JP Sikes 
asked if it included the confiscated equipment from the sheriff’s office. Attorney Chad 
Brown stated that was not county property, it is the person’s property – just confiscated 
property. Collector, Lisa Nunley, stated the audit had to be done by a CPA. JP Tatum stated 
it was just a verification of assets. Attorney Chad Brown stated a quorum court member 



being involved in the audit could be problematic since they would be one of the ones voting 
to approve it. Attorney Chad Brown stated the inventory would be checked by the incoming 
official. JP Tatum made a motion to amend the ordinance, seconded by JP Sikes. The 
ordinance was voted on and approved, and given No. 2018-49. 
 

J. NEXT J.P JAMES READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE OF COUNTY GENERAL AND APPROPRIATE $7,000.00 
INTO THE SAFETY/MAINTENANCE BUDGET #1000-123. After reading the ordinance, J.P. 
James made a motion to adopt, seconded by JP Philips. JP Housley asked what the money is 
for. Craig Fisher stated the money was transferred into 3009 and money was needed for 
janitorial, gas money, air conditioning problems most noted at the health department. The 
ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-50. 

 

K. NEXT J.P. BURGESS READ A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A VACANCY ON THE VAN BUREN 
COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD AND TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT IN ORDER TO FILL THE 
VACANCY. After reading the resolution, J.P. Burgess made a motion to adopt, seconded by 
JP Sikes. The resolution was approved, and given No. 2018-19. 

 

 
TRANSFERS 
 
J.P.  James made a motion to suspend the rules to dispense audible readings of transfers, 
seconded by JP Sikes.  
 
 
J.P.  Hooper asked  to accept the transfers. 
 
All “I”. The transfers were unanimously accepted. 
 
J.P. Housley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by all. 
 
 
Pam Bradford 

Van Buren County Clerk 

PB/am 


