
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

February 15, 2018 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, February 15th, 2018 at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Philips, Linn 
Tatum, Bradford, and Housley. Also attending were Pam Bradford, County Clerk and Chad 
Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. Holt 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: J.P. Housley arrived after roll call. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. James made a motion to accept the minutes of January 18, 2018 as 
printed, J.P. Linn seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was none. 
The Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P Holt made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. Bradford seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           was none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. Tatum made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Linn seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report. 

Gravel hauled for 8 weeks YTD is approximately 14,000 tons. The County Road 
Department has finished the following roads on the gravel (4”-6”) drainage road 
improvement plan; Fairfax 1.1 miles, Fayette 1.1 miles, Big Gun 1.0 mile. The next road 
is Kirkendoll Road and we have received a $35,000 Unpaved Road Grant for this road. 
Average fuel mileage for dump trucks are 5.59 MPG. No sand trucks were out this 
period. 

               
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Gurley gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total 

numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the activity 
report. “Attached” 

 
Next: Donnie Collins with the hospital board gave a report. He stated things at the hospital are 

going very positively. Mr. Collins talked about maintenance on the hospital, including 
paint, drainage solutions, and replacing a boiler.  



 
Next: Wesley Potts proposed solutions on immediate response to a shooting circumstance, 

such as the recent Florida event; six man team training with the SWAT team at no cost 
to the county. 

 
Next: Karla Fultz, Van Buren County librarian, gave statistics about use of their community 

room. She stated that along with her youth director, they have applied for $15,000 
worth of grants within the week.  

 
Next: Craig Fisher gave a report for the safety department. He stated he reprinted a new safety 

handbook. He mentioned a defensive driving class that will reduce the cost of insurance. 
Anyone who drives a county vehicle will be required to take one of the two classes. 

 
Next: Paul Wellenberg, mayor of Fairfield Bay, announced a new hotel coming to the county, 

the Cobblestone Hotel, breaking ground April 26th at 3:30 with the governor, along with 
other economic development.  

 
Next: Jessica Polovstev, community outreach manger with Community Service, Inc. gave a 

presentation on the services this incorporation provides. It is a nonprofit agency that 
provides counseling and other services to help children, youth, and their families deal 
with behavorial issues so they can be successful in their homes, schools, vocations, and 
communities. 

 
Next: Officer Tim Pike gave the monthly animal control report.  
 
Next: Student Resource Officer, David Hess, stated the crisis leadership team has revised a 

lockdown procedure and precautionary procedures for the school.  
 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A.  NEXT J.P. BURGESS READ AN TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL ORDINANCE 2016-52, THE 
ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017; TO TRANSFER AND APPROPRIATE FUNDS IN THE 
2017 BUDGETS FOR FINAL CLEAN-UP PURPOSES. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Burgess 
made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The 
ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2018-08. 
 
J.P. Philips moved to suspend the rules for the readings of the following ordinances and 
resolutions. J.P. Holt seconded the motion. The motion was passed. 
 
 
 



B. NEXT J.P. PHILLIPS READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
COUNTY GENERAL PROJECTED REVENUE FROM CARRY OVER FUNDS BY $9,000.00 AND DO 
HEREBY APPROPRIATE SAID AMOUNT INTO THE VAN BUREN COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT BUDGET. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Phillips made a motion to adopt, 
seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James stated the $9,000 was 
not appropriated into the 2018 budget. Judge Hooper stated the 2017 economic development 
budget was funded for purposes of constructing a billboard and that those funds being unspent 
in 2017 should be considered carryover to the 2018 budget. The ordinance was approved, and 
given No. 2018-09.  
 
C. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $40,000.00 INTO THE COUNTY 
ATTORNEY’S DEPARTMENT #1000-0430-3005 – SPECIAL LEGAL. After reading the ordinance, 
J.P Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any 
discussion. J.P. Linn and J.P. James questioned the feasibility and how much would be lost if the 
case was uncontested. Judge Hooper referred to the presentation given by County Assessor 
Trina Jones at a previous meeting showing potential lost tax revenue of approximately 
$400,000 to the county and up to $3 million for revenue receiving entities, including school 
districts. County Attorney Chad Brown explained legal procedure and that Southwestern Energy 
will win if there is no response or continued litigation to the lawsuit by the county as defendant. 
He stated that the County is the only party being sued as the County is responsible for assessing 
and collecting taxes before disbursing to other entities.   Judge Hooper explained that payment 
of legal fees will come from the receiving entities proportionally, as determined at the year-end 
settlement by the Assessor’s office.  Judge Hooper said that the legal fees will pay as you go and 
that the budgeted funds will not be used until needed.  The ordinance was approved, and given 
No. 2018-10. 
 
 
1. NEXT J.P. TATUM READ A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JUDGE OF VAN BUREN 
COUNTY TO APPLY FOR A GRANT ON BEHALF OF THE FORMOSA COMMUNITY CENTER. After 
the resolution was read, J.P. Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge 
Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 
2018-04. 
 
2. NEXT J.P. TATUM READ A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JUDGE OF VAN BUREN 
COUNTY TO APPLY FOR A GRANT ON BEHALF OF THE CULPEPPER VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT. After the resolution was read, J.P. Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by 
J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was approved unanimously, 
and given No. 2018-05. 
 
 



3. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ A RESOLUTION TO FILL THE POSITION OF JUVENILE PROBATION 
OFFICER. After the resolution was read, J.P. Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was approved unanimously, and 
given No. 2018-06. 
 
 
 
 
 
TRANSFERS: J.P. James made a motion to dispense audible reading of the transfers, seconded 
by J.P. Holt. The motion passed. 
 
The transfers were unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J.P. James made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Holt. 
 
All “I”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pam Bradford 

Van Buren County Clerk 


