
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

April 19, 2018 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, April 19th, 2018 at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Linn, Tatum, 
Bradford, Housley, and Sikes. Also attending were Tonya Bonds, Administrative to the County 
Clerk, and Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. James 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: Mary Philips was absent. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Sikes made a motion to accept the minutes of March 15, 2018 as printed, 
J.P. Holt seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was none. The 
Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           was none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Burgess seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report.. 

“Attached” 
           
 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Wesley Potts gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total 

numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the activity 
report. “Attached” 

 
 
Next: Tim Pike gave the animal control report. In the county, there was a total of 41 calls; 

picked up 10 dogs. City had 6 calls; picked up 1 dog, 1 cat.  He stated they had a total of 
47 calls.  

 



Next: Lori Treat stated the animal shelter had 17 intakes within 4 days. She stated there would 
be a spring yard sale to benefit the shelter. She also explained the process and benefits 
of microchipping animals. “Report attached” 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

J.P. Holt made a motion to suspend the rules for the readings of the ordinances, J.P. Tatum 
seconded that motion. The motion passed. 
 
A. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE REVISION OF THE VAN BUREN 

COUNTY EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK FOR ALL VAN BUREN COUNTY EMPLOYEES UNDER 
SECTIONS DRUG-FREE AND ALCOHOL-FREE WORKPLACE POLICY AND CATASTROPHIC 
LEAVE BANK (SEE ATTACHED POLICY CHANGES);. After reading the ordinance, J.P Holt 
made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Housley. The motion passed. The ordinance was 
approved, and given No. 2018-14. 

 
B. NEXT J.P TATUM READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO INCREASE THE 2018-CARRY 

OVER AND APPROPRIATE $30,000.00 INTO THE SHERIFF DEPARTMENT BUDGET #1000-
400-3104 SRT GRANT. After reading the ordinances, J.P. Tatum made a motion to adopt, 
seconded by J.P. Bradford. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James stated that he 
agreed there is a need, however he does not feel comfortable with the money coming from 
carryover. He stated the money should come from elsewhere. J.P. Sikes suggested 
fundraising. J.P. James suggested sale of confiscated weapons. J.P. Holt made a motion to 
table this ordinance until the next meeting in May, seconded by J.P. Tatum. 

 
 
C. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE THE SALE OF A SHERIFF’S 

DEPARTMENT VEHICLE TO THE BAUXITE POLICE DEPARTMENT. After reading the 
ordinance, J.P. Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Sikes. Judge Hooper asked 
for any discussion. J.P. asked why it was being sold for so much less than the assessed 
value. Candice Pike from the sheriff’s office answered that the price was book value not 
what the vehicle was actually worth. The motion passed. The ordinance was approved, and 
given No. 2018-15.  
 

1.NEXT J.P. SIKES READ A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE REAPPOINTMENT OF TWO 
MEMBERS TO THE VAN BUREN COUNTY EQUILIZATION BOARD. After reading the resolution, 
J.P Sikes made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. 
The resolution was approved, and given No. 2018-07. 

 
 
D. NEXT J.P. LINN READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 

APPROPRIATION BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATE $2,000.00 INTO THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT BUDGET #1000-400. After 



reading the ordinance, J.P. Linn made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P Sikes. Judge 
Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P James stated it was against the law to give a county 
employee a bonus, suggested the word “bonus” be changed to lump sum payment. J.P. 
James made a motion to make the word change, J.P. Bradford seconded. J.P. Burgess stated 
the money needs to come from the school. JP Tatum asked about the taxes. J.P. Linn made 
a motion to table this ordinance (until the the county attorney Chad Brown could check the 
legality) to the May quorum court meeting. J.P. Holt seconded the motion. The motion 
passed to table the ordinance. 

 

 
2. NEXT: J.P. SIKES READ A RESOLUTION TO REPLACE ON FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE FOR THE 
SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT. After reading the resolution, J.P. Sikes made a motion to adopt, 
J.P. Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was 
approved, and given No. 2018-08. 
 
 
 
TRANSFERS: J.P. Holt made a motion to suspend readings of the transfers. J.P. James seconded 
the motion. 
 
J.P. Burgess asked for an update on the sign for economic development. He stated that he was 
not aware that it was a lighted sign and asked if Van Buren County was footing the monthly bill. 
Judge Hooper stated it would be split three ways. 
 
The transfers were unanimously approved. 
 
J.P. James made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Holt. 
 
All “I”. 
 
Pam Bradford 

Van Buren County Clerk 

 

PB/am 


