
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

December 20, 2018 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, December 20th, 2018 at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Tatum, Philips, 
Burgess, Bradford, Housley, and Sikes. Also attending were Pam Bradford, County Clerk, and 
Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by Judge Hooper 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: J.P. Linn was absent. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Philips motioned to accept the minutes of November 15th, 2018 as 
printed. J.P. Sikes seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for discussion, there was none. 
The minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P Holt made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as 
printed, J.P. Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The 
Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS:  J.P. Sikes made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Holt seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave his final County Road 

Report.  “Attached”  
           
 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Randy Gurley gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total 

numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations.  
 
 
Next: Karla Fultz, VBC Librarian stated at the first of the year all driving tests would be held at 
the library. 
 
Next: Craig Fisher gave his final quorum court report. He stated all of our heaters and lights are 
working.  
 



NEW BUSINESS:  
 
A. NEXT J.P TATUM READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO  AMEND THE ORIGINAL 

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE IN COUNTY GENERAL AND APPROPRIATE $761.65 
FOR THE DETENTION CENTER. After reading the ordinance, J.P Tatum made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There was none. 
The ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-51.  
 

B. NEXT J.P HOUSLEY READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018 IN 
ORDER TO INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $1,750.00 INTO THE 
EMERGENCY 911 FUND #3020-501. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Housley made a 
motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Sikes. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. Judge 
Hooper stated the money had to be appropriated to pay a bill. JP James stated the budgets 
are made tight so this kind of thing tends to happen at the end of the year. The ordinance 
was approved, and given No. 2018-52.  

 

C. NEXT J.P BURGESS READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $109.23 INTO THE BOATING SAFETY FUND 3019-
400-3022 CELL PHONE/PAGERS. After reading the ordinance, J.P Burgess made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion.  The ordinance was 
approved, and given No. 2018-53.  

 

 
D. NEXT J.P HOLT READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $4,338.64 INTO COUNTY 
GENERAL. After reading the ordinance, J.P Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. 
Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There was none. The ordinance was 
approved, and given No. 2018-54. 

 
 
E. NEXT J.P SIKES READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE 
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $30,000 INTO COUNTY GENERAL #1000-804-
3119 FOR SOLID WASTE. After reading the ordinance, J.P Sikes made a motion to adopt, 
seconded by J.P. James. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. Treasurer, Kim Hunley, 
stated this ordinance could be pulled. JP Holt made a motion to pull the ordinance, 
seconded by JP Tatum. The ordinance was pulled. 
 



F. NEXT J.P PHILIPS READ AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AN OFFICE LEASE FOR THE VAN BUREN 
COUNTY JUVENILE PROBATION OFFICE. After reading the ordinance, J.P Philips made a 
motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. Leanna 
Brown stated that the office was in a good location for juveniles and their families could 
access the office with limited viewing to keep it confidential. The ordinance was approved, 
and given No. 2018-55.  

 
 
G. NEXT J.P HOLT READ AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A DAILY FEE TO BE CHARGED 

MUNICIPALITIES FOR KEEPING PRISONERS OF MUNICIPALITIES IN THE VAN BUREN 
COUNTY DETENTION CENTER. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Holt made a motion to 
adopt, seconded by JP Sikes. Chad Brown stepped aside to let prosecuting attorney, Carol 
Crews step in. JP James stated he communicated with sheriff elect Lucas Emberton to give a 
detailed report to the municipalities. JP James made a motion to suspend the rules to  
reread the title only, seconded by JP Holt. Prosecuting attorney, Carol Crews, stated the  
ordinance would take effect 30 days after publishing. The ordinance was approved, and 
given No. 2018-56. 

 

 
H. NEXT J.P BRADFORD READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AN APPROPRIATE $2,901.39 INTO THE VOTER 
REGISTRATION BUDGET #1000-121. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Bradford made a 
motion to adopt, seconded by JP Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The 
ordinance was voted on and approved, and given No. 2018-57. 
 

I. NEXT J.P HOLT READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE OF COUNTY GENERAL AND APPROPRIATE AND 
TRANSFER $9,395.80 FROM THE ANIMAL CONTROL FUND #3407. After reading the 
ordinance, J.P. Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by JP Tatum. The judge asked for 
any discussion. The ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-58. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JP James moved to suspend the rules to allow the ordinance for the 2019 budget to be read 
by title only, seconded by JP Tatum. The motion passed. 

 

J. NEXT J.P. TATUM READ AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET 
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR OF 2019. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Tatum made a motion 
to adopt, seconded by JP Philips. JP Tatum stated the DTF Officer (salary page) section 
needed to be amended to add the DTF officer. JP Philips made a motion to make the 
amendment, seconded by JP Tatum. JP Burgess stated there were not enough budget cuts. 
JP James made a motion to reread the ordinance by title only, seconded by JP Philips. JP 
Tatum reread by title. JP Tatum moved to approve the ordinance as amended, seconded by 
JP Philips. The ordinance was voted on and passed. The ordinance was approved, and given 
No. 2018-59.  

 

 
TRANSFERS 
 
J.P.  James made a motion to suspend the rules to dispense audible readings of transfers and to 
add 2 extra pages of transfers, seconded by JP Housley. The motion passed. 
 
 
Judge Hooper asked to accept the transfers. 
 
All “I”. The transfers were unanimously accepted. 
 
Judge Hooper presented plaques of service to members of the quorum court whom were 
ending their term. 
 
JP James presented a plaque to Judge Hooper for his years of service and thanked him for 
helping him transition to his position. 
 
J.P. Housley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by all. 
 
 
Pam Bradford 

Van Buren County Clerk 

PB/am 


