VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS

January 18, 2018

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, January 18, 2018 at the Van Buren County
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Philips,
Tatum, Bradford, and Housley. Also attending were Pam Bradford, County Clerk and Chad
Brown, County Attorney.

Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. James
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all
Next: ROLL CALL: J.P Linn and J.P. Sundelin were absent.

Next: MINUTES: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the minutes of December 21, 2017 as
printed, J.P. Phillips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was
none. The Minutes were approved unanimously.

Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as
printed, J.P. Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there
was none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.

Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation
Analysis as printed, J.P. Phillips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any
discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously.

Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report.
He stated for the first four weeks of 2018, 7,000 tons of gravel was hauled. The road
department finished Karen Rd. (1.5 Miles) and Red Hill Rd. (1.6 miles) for
gravel/drainage road improvement. A Bush-Hog SM 60 was purchased from Maus
Equipment in Damascus for $8,944. Sand trucks were out 2 times in the past week. The
Judge announced Dean Thomas, an 18-year employee, has retired. Gary Wolf has
returned from sick leave and is improving health wise. Josh Radcliff was promoted to
maintenance and they have no requests for new hires at this time.

Next: SHERIFF'S REPORT: Sheriff Gurley gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total
numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the activity
report. “Attached”
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: Tim Pike with animal control gave the monthly report. He stated they had 41 calls for the

month and picked up 29 dogs and 1 cat.

Debbie Gray spoke about the circuit clerk’s office receiving a report from the
Administrative Office of the Courts. She stated their court is number one in the state for
domestic relations.

: Jeanna Williams with emergency management announced the county has had 14

structure fires from the 22" of December. She stated there would be some training
opportunities in the upcoming spring. Two team members have completed
communications class and achieved certificates. There will be a 10" annual appreciation
dinner at Clinton High School to thank the first responders on February 3¢ open to the
public.

: Donna Branscum with the health department gave an update on the local grunt trust

fund. They were rewarded an emerging community status, making them eligible for
grants for assistance in making the community a healthier place.

: Craig Fisher talked about issues with the courthouse sewage system that needs to be

fixed, and about the water leak in the courthouse annex. Judge Hooper and Craig Fisher
commended annex workers for their quick thinking in saving record books and helping
keep the water contained.

: Judge Hooper read a proclamation honoring Sid King for his many contributions in Van

Buren County, and radio. He first aired in 1982 in our county.

: Concerned Van Buren County citizen, Casey Branscum, expressed her concerns for a

weakness in our community concerning the Clinton school lockdown and the lack of
urgency in the situation. She was curious if any steps had been taken to better their
response for those kinds of situations in the future. Sheriff Randy Gurley addressed the
court. He stated regardless of the FBI saying the threat was not credible, he sent
deputies to patrol the school, and the sheriff’s office did not take it lightly. He advised
there is a lot of things he cannot talk about at that moment because the case is under
investigation. A committee is being put together and will meet to see what can be done
in the future. Jeanna Williams stated emergency management is working with David
Hess, school resource officer, on a plan for this type of situation.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. NEXT J.P. TATUM READ AN ORDINANCE ENACTED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF VAN
BUREN COUNTY, ARKANSAS, AUTHORIZING SALARIES AND WAGES PERTAINING TO THE
OFFICIALS AND EACH TIME SLOT WITHIN EACH DEPARTMENT. After reading the ordinance, J.P.



Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion.
The ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2018-01.

B. NEXT J.P. PHILLIPS READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE
PROJECTED REVENUE FOR 911 AND TO TRANSFER AND APPROPRIATE $60,0000.00 FROM
COUNTY GENERAL SUPLEMENTAL #1000-501: After reading the ordinance, J.P. Phillips made a
motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Bradford. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The
ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2018-02.

C. NEXT J.P. PHILLIPS READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $7000 INTO THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE
BUDGET #1000-400. After reading the ordinance, J.P Phillips made a motion to adopt, seconded
by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was approved
unanimously, and given No. 2018-03.

J.P. James moved to suspend the rules for the reading of the next four ordinances, J.P. Holt
seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.

D. NEXT J.P. BRADFORD READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO
INCREASE THE COUNTY GENERAL PROJECTED REVENUE BY $449 APPROPRIATE AND
TRANSFER SAID AMOUNT INTO THE VAN BUREN COUNTY VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE BUDGET.
After reading the ordinance, J.P. Bradford made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Phillips.
Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was approved unanimously, and given
No. 2018-04.

E. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $46,025.34 INTO THE SHERIFF’'S OFFICE BUDGET
#1000-400. After reading the ordinance, J.P James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P.
Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was approved unanimously, and
given No. 2018-05.

Trina Jones, Van Buren County assessor, addressed the court with values in the Southwestern
Energy lawsuit and the departments that will be effected.

F. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE SELECTING A COUNTY CIVIL ATTORNEY
TO REPRESENT VAN BUREN COUNTY, ARKANSAS, IN THE PENDING CIVIL LITIGATION,
CREATING A LINE ITEM FOR FUNDING SAID ATTORNEY, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Holt made a motion to adopt, seconded by
J.P. Housley. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P Burgess expressed his concerns with



Eddie Morgan possibly being a conflict of interest. Attorney Chad Brown says the county has to
represent itself and his professional opinion, Eddie Morgan would be best to represent because
he is competent in the case matter and can handle a case of this magnitude. The ordinance was
approved, and given No. 2018-06.

G. NEXT J.P. HOUSLEY READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE
PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $60,000 INTO THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S
DEPARTMENT #1000-430-3005 — SPECIAL LEGAL. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Housley
made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. J.P. Holt made a motion to change $60,000 to
$20,000, seconded by Housley. The ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-07.

1. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ A RESOLUTION TO SET FORTH REQUIREMENTS FOR CAMPAIGN SIGNS
AND MATERIALS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. After the resolution was read, J.P. Holt made a
motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The
resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2018-01.

2. NEXT J.P. BRADFORD READ A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A VACANCY FOR CONSTABLE IN
BARNETT TOWNSHIP. After the resolution was read, J.P. Bradford made a motion to adopt,
seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The resolution was approved
unanimously, and given No. 2018-02.

3. NEXT J.P. BURGESS READ A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A VACANCY ON THE VAN BUREN
COUNTY QUORUM COURT DISTRICT #9 POSITION. After the resolution was read, J.P. Burgess

made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The
resolution was approved unanimously, and given No. 2018-03.

TRANSFERS: J.P. James made a motion to dispense audible reading of the transfers, seconded
by J.P. Philips.

The transfers were unanimously approved.

J.P. James made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Holt.
All “17.

Pam Bradford

Van Buren County Clerk



