VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS

August 23, 2018

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, August 23rd, 2018 at the Van Buren County
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were James, Linn, Tatum, Philips,
Burgess, Bradford, Housley, and Sikes. Also attending were Pam Bradford, County Clerk, and
Chad Brown, County Attorney.

Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P James.
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all
Next: ROLL CALL: J.P. Holt was absent.

Next: MINUTES: J.P. Linn made a motion to accept the minutes of July 19, 2018 as printed, J.P.
Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was none. The
minutes were approved unanimously.

Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P James made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as
printed, J.P. Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The
Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.

Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation
Analysis as printed, J.P. Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any
discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously.

Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report.
Judge Hooper stated the county was deemed a disaster emergency area after the recent
storms. “Attached”

Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Randy Gurley gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total
numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the activity
report. “Attached”



Next: Tim Pike gave the animal control report. In the county, there were a total of 51 calls; 18
dogs and 11 cats were picked up. In the city, 4 dogs and 1 cat were picked up.

Next: VBC Librarian Karla Fultz stated the library was busy over the summer with different
programs. For the overall summer total they had 718 in attendance during the 41 weeks
that were arranged, averaging 90 kids a week for weekly attendance.

Next: Judy Wells stated there was 5,237 911 calls total year to date. For July alone, there was
859 total calls with 689 emergency calls. Aubrey Lockard and Eric Ekhoff attended an
active shooter class in Russellville.

Next: Danny Griffin with the extension service stated they had 10 farm demonstrations with
applied university research.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. NEXT J.P. PHILIPS READ AN ORDINANCE TO TRANSFER $1,422.84 BACK INTO THE VBC 911
UPGRADE BUDGET #3510 FROM THE 911 EMERGENCY SYSTEM BUDGET #3020. After
reading the ordinance, J.P Philips made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge
Hooper asked for any discussion. There was none. The ordinance was approved, and given
No. 2018-28.

B. NEXT J.P LINN READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION
ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE
PROJECTED REVENUE OF COUNTY GENERAL BY $97.08 IN ORDER TO APPROPRIATE SAID
AMOUNT INTO THE VBC NURSING PROGRAM-SIMULATION CENTER BUDGET #3509304.
After reading the ordinance, J.P Linn made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Philips.
Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-
29.

Next: Mayor Richard McCormac stated that the city has agreed not to commit the funds
requested by the 911 committee. The mayor stated that would mean letting one of the city
workers go and they are not willing to do that.

J.P. Philips read a resolution that would designate and authorize the County Judge of VBC to
enter into an agreement with the city of Clinton and the city of Fairfield Bay to share the cost of



funding the 911 center. J.P. Philips asked that the resolution be affirmed. Judge Hooper stated
that 911 is an essential service that we can’t do without. He stated that he is saddened that is
not the same from Clinton city council. J.P. Philips moved that this resolution is dropped.

Linda Duncan from Fairfield Bay city council approached the court. There were 6 Fairfield Bay
city council members at meeting, 1 person from Clinton, next meeting was a different person
from Clinton with no communication between the two. She suggested that Clinton be left out
of the agreement. Pamela Adams, citizen of Clinton, asked if it would be something that the
citizens could be asked about and suggested adding extra on Clinton’s water bill to help pay for
the system.

This resolution was seconded by J.P. Bradford. After voting, the resolution was rejected.

1. J.P. JAMES READ A RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY JUDGE
OF VAN BUREN COUNTY, ARKANSAS TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE CITY OF
CLINTON TO CHIP & SEAL CERTAIN CITY STREETS. After reading the resolution, J.P.
James made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Sikes. Judge Hooper asked for any
discussion. There was none. The resolution was approved, and given No. 2018-14.

J.P. Sikes made a motion to suspend the rules for the reading of the next two
resolutions. J.P. Linn seconded the motion. The motion passed.

2. J.P.SIKES READ A RESOLUTION TO REPLACE ONE FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE FOR THE SOLID
WASTE DEPARTMENT. After reading the resolution, J.P. Sikes made a motion to adopt,
seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. J.P. James asked if it
was an absolute essential positon due to the financial situation at hand. Craig Fisher
listed reasons why it was necessary. The resolution was approved, and given No. 2018-
15.

3. J.P. TATUM READ A RESOLUTION TO REPLACE ONE FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE FOR THE
COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT. After reading the resolution, J.P. Tatum made a motion
to adopt, seconded by J.P. Linn. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. There was none.
The resolution was approved, and given No. 2018-16.



TRANSFERS
J.P. Tatum read the transfers.
3009-700-3090 (DUES & MEMBERSHIPS) to 3009-700-3101 (TRAINING/EDUCATION) ($150)
3025-416-9999 to 3025-416-3030 (TRAVEL)($200)
3025-416-3092 (JURORS & WITNESSES) ($200)
3025-416-3094 (MEALS/LODGING) ($200)
3025-416-3009 (OTHER PROF. SERVICE) ($200)

J.P. Tatum moved to approve the transfers, seconded by J.P. Housley.
All “1”. The transfers were unanimously accepted.

J.P. Housley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by J.P. Philips.

Pam Bradford
Van Buren County Clerk
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