
VAN BUREN COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

March 15, 2018 
 
 

The Van Buren County Court met Thursday, March 15th, 2018 at the Van Buren County 
Courthouse Annex in Clinton, Arkansas for the regular monthly meeting, with Judge Hooper 
presiding. Members of the Quorum Court attending were Holt, James, Burgess, Philips, Linn 
Tatum, Bradford, Housley, and Sikes. Also attending were Pam Bradford, County Clerk and 
Chad Brown, County Attorney. 
 
Next: PRAYER: Given by J.P. James 
 
Next: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Was recited by all 
 
Next: ROLL CALL: All present. 
 
Next: MINUTES: J.P. Holt made a motion to accept the minutes of February 15, 2018 as printed, 
J.P. Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there was none. The 
Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
 
Next: TREASURER’S REPORT: J.P Sikes made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as  
           printed, J.P. Tatum seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion, there  
           was none. The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.  
 
Next: APPROPRIATION ANALYSIS: J.P. James made a motion to accept the Appropriation  
           Analysis as printed, J.P. Philips seconded the motion. Judge Hooper asked for any  
           discussion, there was none. The Appropriation Analysis was approved unanimously. 
 
Next: COUNTY ROAD AND EQUIPMENT REPORT: Judge Hooper gave the County Road Report. 

Highway 65 project has begun bridge replacement in Choctaw. Clearing and grubbing 
work has started on the Bee Branch end. Bobby Kennedy Construction has the contract 
on Hwy. 65 from Bee Branch to Choctaw. In talking with him, he said they employ 
approximately 30 people from Van Buren County. “Attached” 

               
 
Next: SHERIFF’S REPORT: Sheriff Gurley gave the sheriff’s report. He presented the total 

numbers of different activities including calls, arrests, and investigations in the activity 
report. “Attached” 

 
 
 



Next: Tim Pike gave the animal control report. He stated there were 52 calls; they picked up 15 
dogs & 10 puppies. 

 
Next: Wesley Potts spoke about SRT grants and money for immediate response training. He 

stated these people need proper equipment, training in first line defense, and to be 
sustained on school grounds. He stated student resource officers need same equipment 
as SRT’s. Training may start at the end of April and it would take 90 days to get the 
equipment. 

 
Next: Attorney Chad Brown gave the hot check report. “attached” 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A.  NEXT J.P. TATUM READ AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL ORDINANCE 2018-01, 
THE ANNUAL SALARY AND WAGE FOR 2018, TO INCREASE THE HOURLY WAGE FOR THE CORP. 
DEPUTY FROM $10.75 PER HOUR TO $12.10 PER HOUR. After reading the ordinance, J.P. 
Tatum made a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Holt. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. 
The ordinance was approved unanimously, and given No. 2018-11. 
 
B. NEXT J.P. HOLT READ AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A GENERAL 
REVENUE PROMISSORY NOTE BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF VAN BUREN, ARKANSAS AND FIRST 
SECURITY BANK, (SHERIFF DEPARTMENT VEHICLE PROJECT), SERIES 2018; PROVIDING FOR 
THE PAYMENT OF THE PRICIAPL OF AND INTEREST ON THE NOTE; AND PRESCRIBING OTHER 
MATTERS RELATING THERETO. After reading the ordinance, J.P. Holt made a motion to adopt, 
seconded by J.P. James. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. Judge Hooper said it was tax 
exempt at a low interest rate. JP Holt made a motion to suspend the 2nd and 3rd readings, 
seconded by J.P. Burgess. The motion passed. The ordinance was approved, and given No. 
2018-12.  
 
J.P. James moved to suspend the rules for the readings of the following ordinance. J.P. Holt 
seconded the motion. The motion was passed 
 
C. NEXT J.P. JAMES READ AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE #2017-39, THE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2018, TO 
INCREASE THE PROJECTED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATE $1,800.00 INTO THE 
SAFETY/MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT #100-123. After reading the ordinance, J.P James made 
a motion to adopt, seconded by J.P. Tatum. Judge Hooper asked for any discussion. The 
ordinance was approved, and given No. 2018-13. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRANSFERS: J.P. James read the transfers. 
 
1000-109-3030 (travel) to 1000-109-1002 (salaries p/t) in amount of $167.58 
 
The transfers were unanimously approved. 
 
J.P. James made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Holt. 
 
All “I”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pam Bradford 

Van Buren County Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PB/am 


